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riecl, before they had any family ; 
and this circumstance, it was sup- 
posed, did not tend to sweeten the 
dispositions of the good-man, or con- 
tribute to the peace and harmony 
of the matrimonial state. The hero 
of my tale wr>s the eldest of the fa- 
mily, and pieviousto his birth, ma- 
ny were. the consultations, midnight 
debates, and curtain conversations, 
concerning the business, occupation, 
profession, or employment to which 
their first born, supposing it to be a 
son, should be brought up. 

They had, by the dint of industry 
and economy, laid past a consider- 
able sum of money ; they therefore 
could afford to give the child of their 
hopes a good education, and it was 
finally tesolved, that, should their 
hopes be crowned by the birth of a 
boy, he shoufd be bred to the church. 
*And here I cannot tefrain from ex- 
pressing my hearty approbation of 
thus fixing beforehand, the destiny 
of a human being in the world. It 
is too much trouble to watch, after 
the child is born, over his growing 
dispositions, to discover the bent of 
his genius, and the pursuits to which 
his inclinations would naturally lead 
him. The only way is, to deter- 
mine on what your child shall be, 
six months, if you please, before 
his eyes open to the light of heaven ; 
next, make him go through the rou- 
tine of education necessary to the 
foreordained profession, and then 
set him down in it without regard to 
consequences. Indeed, mankind ap- 
pear to be pretty sensible of the ma- 
ny advantages that result fiotn this 
mode of acting, and hence the ma- 
ny geniuses we every day meet with. 
Hence it happens, that many who 
otherwise would have glided in peace 
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and obscurity down the vale of life, 
unnoticed and unknown, have arisen 
to distinction, and not a musts in the 
country. It is owing tothis prudent 
forecast of parents, thai numbers 
designed, had affairs taken their na- 
tural course, for the fanner'-- barn, 
or the cobler's stall, have become 
noted among men, have been raised 
to very elevated situations, and have 
terminated their days in a state of 
exaltation. Reader, I perceive I 
must caution you against a mistake 
into which you are likely to fall : 
by terminating their days in a state 
of exaltation, I mean neither more 
nor less, than simply this, that they 
terminated them on the gallows. 
Had not the wise and sagacious old 
gentleman, who gave rise to this 
dissertation, very considerately de- 
termined and resolved, to have his 
first-born a divine, long before its 
infant squeaks assailed its mother's 
ear, I should have been deprived of 
a most excellent subject for the exer- 
tion of my talents, and the world of 
a gratification it might never after 
have an opportunity of enjoying. 
( To be continued.) 

To tie Proprietor/ of the Belfast Magazine* 

Gentlemen, 

I LATELY called in to see my 
friend at his lodgings. While I 
was with him, there came in a very 
lovely girl, of six or seven years old, 
who belonged to the woman of the 
house-. My friend took her on his 
lap, fondled her, called her his lit- 
tle wife, asked her tor a kiss, telling 
me at the same time of her extraor- 
dinary endowments: you may con- 
ceive the girl resisted his caresses 
in the coy way natural to females. 
It stiuck me that this is not the line 
of conduct proper for our sex towards 
young females. If you join me in 
thinking so," as everything connect- 
z z 
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ed wi,th the rights of so large and 
important a part of society as the 
female sex, is cognizable at the tri- 
bunal of a periodical publication, 
which has morals under care ; I 
hope you will deem it of sufficient 
importance to deserve an essay and 
address to the public through such a 
channel. Who rises not up in ven- 
eration of the strictness of virtue in 
the Roman moralist, when he says, 

" Maxima debetur puerit reverentia." 

and again, 

" Nil dictu fotdum visuque ha:c liminse 

tangat 
Intra quas puer est ," 

And if such be the delicacy of con- 
duct required towards boys, how 
much nore towards young females ? 
and if such be the strictness of vir- 
tue and decorum in a Roman satir- 
ist, how much more ought it. to be 
in this advanced age of the world, 
when morality is better understood, 
cultivated and-practised ; and among 
Christian societies too, by which the 
science ot morals and the decencies 
of life are so highly advanced ? 
Girls should not be taught to become 
hoydens. Ifthey do, they are un- 
anaable in the eves of the other sex, 
but how unjustly, if it is of our own 
procuring, arising from this very 
fault I now arraign, too much fami- 
liarity. That reverence which the 
Roman moralist prescribes, as due 
to minor age, is not sufficiently stud- 
ied and practised. Mature has put 
on the female sex, as a guard as well 
as ornameirt, a peculiar delicacy of 
character. They resemble those de- 
licate flowers, which we admire in 
our gardens, and are best admired, 
glowing in their proper soil, un- 
touched, unhandied : they shrink 
from the touch, and if rudely han- 
died, who shall restore them to their 



native beauty and fragrance ? All I 
plead for, is the rights of women, 
the rights of nature. Certainly the 
female sex in all its delicacy and 
perfection of beauty constitutes an 
essential part of the beauty and 
sweetness of our moral and senti- 
mental gardens. Do not then wound 
or tarnish these infant flowers ! Are 
not these some of our prime enjoy- 
ments ? Do they not materially 
contribute to the feast of life ? But 
they contribute mote than beauty; 
for external beauty is only an index 
of intrinsic excellence ; as the 
human character in its most exqui- 
site form is the type and image of 
divinity. Let men, therefore, be- 
ware how they tamper with and spoil 
these buds of innocence, that envel- 
op so much excellence, as may be 
developed, when the ripenine sun 
matures the flowers and the fruits : 
let them beware of too much famili- 
arity with young females, as they 
may not be able to calculate the in- 
jury done. Perhaps some of your 
readers may be disposed to make 
little of these remarks, and will say, 
in a little time the modesty of the 
sex raises a sufficient, barrier to 
check too great familiarity of the 
sexes : but 1 fear lest by the prac- 
tice I mention, this barrier, when 
the time conies, will be weakened. 
Naiuie has her laws, and prescribes 
the seasons for her various provisions, 
and it is a very nice thing to med- 
dle too much in delicate subjects. 
I will allow, and believe it is true, 
that the more refined taste ol the 
present age has corrected a good 
deal of this among well bred people. 
Inconvenience was found to arise 
from the hoydening system ; man- 
ners became insensioly changed | 
women are not considered to be 
such triflers as they formerly were. 
We hear but seldom of the fair-sex, 
an appellation and character whitH 
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belonged to the days of Addison ami 
Pope. Women, less artificial, cul- 
tivate their uriiir-rst-indings more: 
a more manly character associates 
with female delicacy : they reason : 
they add the refinements of female 
sentiment to the strength and vigour 
of intellect : the association has em- 
bellished society with an indescriba- 
ble chirm. Change of manners in 
this respect is a new era in the his- 
tory of our species. Our men, un- 
happily turned to war, and addicted 
to political and commercial pursuits, 
have left a wide scope or field for 
the exercise of female intellect. 
The refinement of sentiment, which 
this has occasioned, has enlarged 
and beautified the moral system. 
Our professional men have found 
their studses embellished, and spread 
over with a new charm. Ladies are 
now not ashamed to be called wo- 
men, that denomination which de- 
motes i hem suitable companions for 
the other sex. They study botany, 
chernistrv, conchotomy. History has 
taken out a new feature. Hitherto 
our histories have been relations of 
blood and battles, we shall now ex- 
pect to tee in this new epoch of in- 
tellect, the history of man, and of hu- 
man character, as accurately de- 
lineated by the pen of the female 
historian, as the history of nature is 
depicted by her pencil. If men 
study mathematics that they may 
perfect themselves in the science of 
war, or in some of the important oc- 
cupations of civil life, as architec- 
ture or mechanism; women shall 
become mathematicians too, that 
they may understand scientifi- 
cally those arts, such as music and 
perspective, whereby they contri- 
bute their qu«ta to polished life, aod 
that they may attain to the know- 
ledge of geometry and astronomy. 
To painting they join the exercise 
•f the sister muse of poetry. Al- 



ready have many chaste Sappho? 
started into existence. What a hap- 
py revolution in the hUtorv of the 
species, when mothers, whose office 
it is to give man his first idras and 
impress ons, become capable thus to 
preoccupy the infant mini with the 
noble exercises of intellect 1 What 
a new era is here ! and now that the 
art of metunrv is abroad, a new in- 
strument, promises to facilitate the 
acquisition of literature, which used 
to be such a laborious task ; but of 
this {as it deserves ) I shall take an- 
other opportunity to offer you my 
sentiments. 

I did not expect when I began, to 
have got thus high in this speculation 
from my small beginning, in speak- 
ing or writing on behalf of the 
young females: now let me return 
to it, and wind up this "essay with 
remarking that first impressions as 
they are lasting, so they are highly 
important. If you wish your tree 
to strike out into exquisite character 
of beauty and fruit bearing, give it 
room to grow ; take it not out of 
nature's hand ; aim not at too early 
ripening or bearing: so shall ifas 
fruit of happy maturitv come for- 
ward in' its proper time in perfection 
of beauty and generous flavour. I 
am, gentlemen, your friend and 
constant reader, 

A.S. 
Oct. 1813. 
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